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Preface

This Introductory course is called “Friendly Russiéor two main reasons: first, because | did
my best not to leave anything unexplained (withekeeption of one section — see below);
second, because the course has a very practieatation, both in terms of vocabulary and
grammar. The course also gives you some tips osi&usulture, which is very important in any
intercultural activity.

Organization of the book

This Introductory Course consiststbfee chapters.

The primary purpose of the first chapter is to teab you how to read RussianRussian is
written in the Cyrillic alphabet. On your way, yuauill get familiar with many Russian words
(mostly nouns) and will also learn some importanaingmar structures.

The second chaptewill introduce you to Russian verb conjugationg finepositional case of
nouns and personal pronouns, as well as basic @alsner

In the third chapter, students are introduced to basic adjectives aret aifljectival words, as
well as more numerals (cardinal and ordinal).

After completion of this course, you are expectetldve mastered reading, to be able to name
many things around you, to describe them, to sag {a ask) who they belong to, where they are
located, and also to speak about yourself yourlfambout some places (cities/towns, houses,
dormitories, etc.), and some activities. All ofstishould give you a very solid basis for dealing
with other Russian language issues later on.

Beyond the alphabet, you will firdlsectionsn every lesson:

Grammar
Reading Practice
Exercises
Survival Kit
Language and Culture
Speech Practice

All of these names are self-explanatory exceptggestor oneFrom the Survival Kit. This
small section contains very common conversatiamahfilas whose grammatical base will be
explained later (in more advanced chapters). Tiguttcthem to use right away 8peech
Practice assignments. Such carefully selected ‘running dloégrammar’ is necessary if you
want the language to become functional sooner ratiae later.

There is also a non-compulsory additional sectalled The Second Tierin some of the
lessons. It is offered only for those students ywlam to study Russian in greater depth.

I will expect you to do your best in learning theucse. Don't think that any language can be
learned without an effort on your part (unless goelborn ‘amidst it’). Usually, 1 —2 hours a day
(besides the class) is enough to succeed in legathenlanguage, and you must find time for
comprehension and reading practice and doing esesrciGood luck! Xendro yndumu!



Abbreviations and Symbols

adj. adjective

adv. adverb

F (f) feminine

Inf.(inf) infinitive

Imprf (imprf) imperfective (aspect of the verb)
lit. literal (translation)

M (m) masculine

N (n) neuter

Pl (pl) plural

Prf. (prf) perfective (aspect of the verb)
Sg (sg) singular

Sl. slang

‘ - The material is on audiotape
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The Russian Alphabet

print script Name approximate pronunciation
Aa  Aa Ah Father
b6 % Beh Butter
B B¢ Veh Voice
I'c Geh Golf
Jn 9? Deh Day

Ee & Yeh Yes

Fé & Yo York
Aok o Zheh Plessure
33 3 Zeh Zone
Un U Ee Med
ﬁﬁ 7 ee-kratkoe-shortr’ Boy
Kk J» Kah K arate
Jn Ell L ook
Mm M Em Mama
Hu 7. En Not

Oo 0O AW Paul
Mn 9% Peh Party
Pp 9}/& Err Rock
Ce Cc Ess Salt

TT Wm The Tom
Yy % Oo Moon
O Py Eff Foot
Xx D Hah Scottish “lach”
Un % Tse Bodls
Yy Yy Cheh Check
M Y Shah Shelf
Iy e Shchah fresh cheese
b o hard sign (no sound)
bl ot ' Din

b o soft sign (no sound)
Sk} s Eh Any
IOw  JOw Yu Use
Aa g A Ya Yard




Preface to the Chapter |

The main purpose of this chapter is to introduce yo the Russian alphabet

(Cyrillic) and to teach you how read and write insRian.

As you learn the alphabet, take notice of the laadfl words, as they are frequently used in
every day communication. Don't feel overwhelmedHtwir numbers, you'll encounter them
frequently throughout the program and they willr@ually stick. So relax and just read on!

The sectiorFrom the Survival Kit features useful expressions to carry out a contiersdn
this chapter, this section will teach you:

1. how to greet people and say good-bye.

2. how to thank and apologize.

3. how to introduce yourself and ask somebody'senam

4. how to talk about what you have.

5. how to ask about the meaning of word.

6. classroom-related expressions.

The Grammar sections in this chapter will introduce you to:
1. Russian word order.

2. personal pronouns (I, you, he, etc.)

3. the structure of statements and questions.

4. frequently-used conjunctions (and, or, etc.)

5. the notion of grammatical gender.

6. numerals 1-10

TheLanguage and Culturesection will provide information that will prove efsil to avoid
communication mishaps.

If by the end of this chapter you've learned howetad the Cyrillic characters, you will have
accomplished the main goal of this chapter.
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Chapter | —T'naga |
Learning how to read and write in Russian
Lesson 1 Ypok 1

The alphabet:
Letters and sounds that are like English ones: Aa Kk Mm Oo Cc Tt

aa k m o s t

Letters like English onesthat sound differently: Be Ee Hu Pp VYy Xx
I

% yeh n r u h
Grammar: 1. Word order in statements and questions 2. Orssion of the link verb
in the present tens&. Grammatical gender in Russian
From the survival kit:  Saying “hello” and “good-bye” in Russian
Language and culture:Greeting people and saying good-bye

The Russian alphabet and its origin

The Russian alphabet is called Cyrillic, after tia@ne of one of two Greek missionary brothers
from Byzantine, Cyril and Methodius. In 863 A.Chese two highly educated monks were sent
to spread Christianity to Slavic tribes, then pradantly pagan. In addition to developing the
alphabet, based mainly on the Greek system ofngrithe brothers translated some Gospels and
other parts of the Bible.

Prince Vladimir of Kiev and his Eastern Slavic pleopdopted Christianity a little over a century
later - in 988 A.D.

The Russian alphabet has changed considerablytiovebut still retains its original name.

Let us begin studying the alphabet

Many people consider Russian intimidating becadisbeeoCyrillic alphabet. As a matter of fact,
you may learn to read in Russian faster than yatnkd to read in English. Why? First, because
you already know how to read in English and somthefRoman letters are part of the Cyrillic
alphabet. Second, Russian, to a great degreghsereetically written language. For example, the
Russian 'A' when stressed, is always 'Aa’ lik¢he word "mana”; its 'O when stressed, is
always 'Ohlike in the word "Oh"; its soundK' is always conveyed by the lett&’, whereas the
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letter 'C' is reserved for the souri@' only. The 'one letter - one sound' correlatiorraher
consistent, making reading in Russian a relatieglyy task. As a matter of fact, you may begin

to read some Russian words right away. Just waiah'€'d

Letters (and sounds) coinciding in Latin and Cyrilic alphabets:

Aa Kk MM Oo Cc Tt
| I I B

aa k m o s t

\_/ Listen:
Mdma MakK MOCT KOT KTO TaM  KOCMOC  TOCT
mama poppy bridge omicat who here outer space toast
COK CTO MacCKa aTOM Kak KaTOK KOMOK TakK
juice hundred mask atom  how skating-rink lump S0

Pronunciation tips:

1. Please notice that accent (stress)* makes vostelstly longer The unstressed vowels are
naturally less distinct, or so-to-say 'reducedisTaduction makes two different vowels - 'A" and
'O’ - sound very similarly in an unstressed positiGompare them in two wordgaréx" and
"koMOk". Always pay attention to the stre$®duction is typical odll unstressed vowels.

2. Most of the Russian consonants that are sinlaheir English counterparts are somewhat
more relaxed, less intense. There is no “puff df tgpical of English consonants. For Russian
"T" the tip of the tongue touches the upper teptt,the ridge behind them (the same is true for
its voiced counterpart/l" corresponding to the English "D", but you willalewith this sound
later).

Additional tipr Relax. Following note 2 is not crucial for makiygurself understood. It is
important only for those who want to fully get nélitheir foreign accent.

Reading practice

Listen again and then read the Russian words dewees until you find it easy to pronounce
them. Read the words (in bold) a few more timestyyo memorize your first vocabulary.

* You'll find stress-marks only in textbooks andaders published for students of Russian.
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Grammar tips
1. The Russian equivalent to the verb "to be" in tle presenttense — “am,” “is,” “are” is

almost never usedsowe can already make some simple sentences oubsé few words you

have just learned. Listen and rea@.k

o
7/

b
’/',h

Cok Tam.
The juice is there

!
i

D

Mdma Tam. Kot Tam.
Mother is there. The cat is there.

2. Russian has free word orderSo you can correctly sa‘@

Tam mama. Tam cok. TaMm KoT.

However, sincdhe last word in_a Russian _sentence tends to be tmeost meaningful the
sentence smamva tam” Will sound like an answer to the question “Whesenother?” whereas the
sentence with the reverse word ordeiM mdma” may be an answer to the question “Who is
there?”

3. Questions are usually formed in Russian by intonadin. The word order does not have to be
changed and there are no auxiliary (helping) verbs.

Just listen and repea

Méma Tam? Kot Tam? Ok Tam?
Is Mother there? Is the cat there?Is the juice there?

You can also askTam mdama? Tam xkor? Tam cok?

It's worth knowing the question asked when somdoraeks or rings on the door:
Kto Tam? — Who is there?
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EXERCISES in Writing

Learn how to write in script. Copy the following lines in your notebook. Repeat each set of
letters and words until you fill a complete line. Make sure you understand the text:

Aa- A4 a Kk-H » MM - M
Oo-0e CC‘GO Tt - Ym

J&no mam? - Who is there? J: JZM Ma.mna. — Mother is there.

cj: JZM cofe.  — Juice is there. </: ;Za.,a/ fiom. ~ The cat is there.

More of the alphabet

Letters which are the same or similar, but sound dierently:

Be Ee Hu Pp VYy Xx
| I

v yeh n r u h

These letters are treacherous. They stand fordiffesounds in Russian and you have to
overcome your habit of pronouncing them as in Emglilt will take some training.

’@‘ Read after listening and readipgpnunciation tipsbelow:

BB -V BOT BOCTOK
/very/ here (is/are) east

Ee -yeh EBa Bexk  Mécto cBeT  OTMETKaA

/yat/ Eve century place, seat light mark, grade
Hu -n HOC HeT OH OHd OHO OKHO TEMHO  OKedH
/noise/ nose no he she it window dark/ddv ocean
BAHHA BeCcHA KOMHAaTa CTakdH CTEeHd  COH
tub spring room glass wall dream (noun)
Pp-r por pekd MOpe HOMep TOPT TedTp cecTtpd  céBep
/ pe o/ mouth river sea number cake theater  sister north

in Spanish  kdpra  MapT  pecTOpdH  CcTpaHd  CTPAHHO  MeTPo
map March restaurant country grange/adv/ subway

Yy-00(u) yrpo TYyr BKYCHO YpPOK CyMKa CcOyC PpykKd KypTKa

/boom/ morning here tasty(adv.) lesson bag, purse sauce hand, arm jacket

Xx-h 2. cdxap
/loch/ ear sugar
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Pronunciation tips:

1. Russian "Pp"(Rr) is a most difficult letter fsome students. Not even all native Russian
speakers can master it. For example, Lenin coul80t you may happen to be in famous (or
infamous?) company. Relax: an imperfect soundingwpn't interfere with being correctly
understood. Still, give it a try. The tip of thentue should vibrate against the teeth-ridge. It's a
trilling sound, like the Spanish or Scottish "r".

2. Add a little more friction to the Russian "X" esmpared with the English "h," but don't make
it too harsh or scraping, otherwise "K" may regudtead of "h".

3. Like many Russian consonants, “B” becomes vegebefore other voiceless consonants and
at the end of a word: inBkycno” (tasty) and in pos” (ditch) it is pronounced ag$’:

4. In an unstressed position, the vow&l Sounds almost likek” which corresponds to English
“ee”. Compare Mécto” (place, seat) andvierps” (subway) in the lines above.

Grammar tips:
1. You have already seen three personal prondDhisthe), OHA (she) OHO (it).
In Russian‘OH” and“ OHA” are much more heavily employed than their Englmimterparts,
since theycan substitute not only for living things but inanimate objectstoo. All inanimate

objects have gender_in_Russian — masculine, femimnor_neuter. Thus,“ypok” - lesson

(consonant ending) is“oH”, “cymka” — purse, bag @’- ending) is “ond”, and “yrpo”’ —
morning (‘0”- ending) is“oH0.” Here are some rhyming examples with words from lists

above:

oH -ca - (dream) -consonantending(masculine gender)
oHd -BecHd - (spring) -A-ending(feminine gender)

oHO -okHO -(window) - O-ending(neuter gender)
You will read more about gender in Lesson 8.

2."HET” and“HE": Roughly speaking,ner” is “no” and can be used as a self sufficient
negative answerMsdma tyr?’ —“Her.”

The particle fie” is less independent and is mostly used beforevitre it denis (verbs,

adverbs, adjectives, etc.) For example:

Cdxap Tam? —Hert, He Tam, OH TYyT. (IS sugar there? — No, (it's) not there. It's here)

Cymka 1yr? —Het, He TyT, OHd TaM. (IS the purse here? — No, (it's) not here, it's¢he
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3.“BOT” and“TYT”: “Bor” is usually translated by “here is/are” or “thid these are,” and

“Tyr” means “here.”

O Reading practice

1. Listen again and readthe lists of Russian words above as many timg®aseed to make
your pronunciation smooth. Concentrate on the wtmdt are singled out by bold print - they

are your priority to memorize.

2. Read the following sentences:

1. Bor kdpta. Tyt BocTok. Tyt céBep. BoT cTpand. Tyt mdpe. Tyt pekd.
Here is a map. The east is here. The north is ke is a country. A sea is here. Ariver is here.

2. OH TyT, oHd Tam. Kak cTpduHo! - He is here, she is there. How strange!

3. Bor ToprT. - Kak BkycHo! —Here is the cake. — How tasty!
4. Bort cdxap. Bon Tam cdyc.- Here is sugarOver there is the sauce.

5. Bor kdmHuara. Bot c¢rend. Bot okHd. CTpdHHO, TYT TEMHO.
Here is the room. Here isveall. Here is a window. Strange, it's dark here.

6. Kyprtka tyT? - Her, OHA TaM.
Is the jacket here? — No, it's there.

7.Bort pykd. Bot HOc. BoT pot. BoT yxo.
Here is a hand. Here is a nose. Here is a mouth.

Here is an ear.

TopT —kak BKycHO!

8. Tedrp Tyr? - Her, oH BOH TaM. - Is theater here? — No, it's over there.

KYpPTKa

9. Tyt TedTp. Tam pectopdH.- Here is a theater. Over there is a restaurant. ]
cymMKa

10.Cymxa TyT, a KypTKa Tam.- The handbag is here, and the jacket is there.

EXERCISES

1. Writing in script, copy the following lines inyour notebook. Repeat each set of letters
and words (until you fill a complete line). Make sre you understand the text:

Be - Ee- &e Hu - Hx
Pp-Pp Vy-Yy Xx-T x

J7Z . </: 7(-(&.,«/ . — The subway is here. The restaurant is there.
W
(%’om %Ma c%)m /WM — Here is a handbag. Here is a jacket.

ﬁam W W ~ mouth hand/arm ear

rownainag cmmena ofene Wa - room wall window tub
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W W MW omasrian CW sister lesson theater glass sugar
/%m W%ﬂ orcean .M,Oﬁé Mm w&% bocmors

country ocean sea river north east

2. Write proper Russian words under the pictures, bth in print and script:
KypTKa OKHO Caxap KOMHAaTa CTpaHa CTaKaH COK CyMKa
v

TOPT BaHHA TeaTp

04

s

3. Sort the wordgnouns only) in bold print from the previous pages by their appropriate
genders. Make sure you understand those words.

OH: COK ...
OHA: pyki...
OHO: okHG...

4. Make up questions and answers according to thefilg model:Cymka TyT? —Her, ona
tam using the following wordssduna, cdxap, cok, cecTpd, OKHG, KOT, MECTO, METPO, KYpTKa
and translate the results
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FROM THE SURVIVAL KIT

@ Listen and transcribe the following words and phraes. They include sounds and
letters that you haven't studied yet, but try fwe them after the voice on the cassette. Write
the expressions by using any type of transcriptat you know. Memorize them.

Saying “Hello” and “Goodbye”

3JIPABCTBYWMTE! (formal)- Hello! J10 CBUJIAHUSI! - Good bye!
3apaBcTByii! (informal) —Hello! noka! (informal) —So long!

npuBéT! (very informal) —Hit

e 8

3np4dBcrByiiTe! Jo cBuadnus!

LANGUAGE and CULTURE
Greeting people and saying good-bye

The above forms of greeting and saying gooddarebe used regardless of the time of day.
“3apdscTByiiTe” IS both the plural form, used in addressing mbamtone person, and the
formal form, said to someone who is older, or sigpeor just not your close friend, i.e. people
with whom you are onghi-terms” (i.e. formal terms) with. In informal relanships (among
family members, close friends, and children: atisth who are onrti-terms”) its singular form
“3ppdaserByii” IS used. Another informal greeting, especiallyydapwith young people, is
“mpuBét.” Don’t use it to greet your professoraperson who is older than you — it may sound
disrespectful! Restrictmokd” to informal situations too.

Speech practice

1. From now on greet each other and your professiisay goodbye in Russian.
Use the informdi3apdserByii!” for classmates and formaapdscryiite!” for your
professor and older people. Sdlp cBupdnus!” to your classmates and your professor
when leaving the class.

2. Working in couples, act out short dialogues liké kuo Tam?” -” la, ono Tam.” or “ Her,
ono He Tam” or “ Her, ond Tyr.” Use all the words you know. Alternate your roles.
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LESSON 2 —-YPOK 2

The alphabet:Russian vowels:A -51; O-E; D3-E; ¥V-10; bl-U.
| L 1 |

aa ja O jo e je u jui ee
Grammar: Statement-forming word “3TO” — “This is.../These are...”

From the Survival Kit: Giving thanks

Language and culture: Thanking people and answering to thanks

RUSSIAN VOWELS

So far, we have dealt with the letters common fothbLatin and Cyrillic alphabets. Before
getting to letters which are different from Latme’ll take a step aside and look exclusively at
the vowels. We need to learn them sooner rather ldtar because no words in Russian can be
formed without them.

’@‘ There are 10 vowels in Russian, which can be neatly divided int2 groups of 5:

Hard vowels — A (0) Y C) bl

! 4 ! ! !
Soft vowels — A E | {0) E "

The upper and lower vowels form natural couplegsheof the lower vowels (except for the last
“I1”) begins with a ‘j-slide’ and is a kind of ‘diphding reflection’ of its upper counterpart. If
you sing or drawl a lower vowel (exced™), you will end up singing its corresponding vowel
above.

Notice the “j-slide”quality of four vowels aboves E, 10, E:
A - ja-a-a...; E - jo-o-0...; FO - jy-y-y...; E - j>-3-5...

This division of all vowels into couplets is vemportant for good pronunciation, spelling, and

some grammar choices (as you will see later).

Any of the upper level vowels makes a preceding ceanant sound_hard any of the lower

level vowels makes it sound saft



‘@' Listen carefully (the two columns are read frof tie right):

Mdma Msico (meat) cok (juice) €éma (Semeon) ons

map (mayor) -mécro (place; seat) TOT Ypok (that lesson) xérs (aunt) onant
S can

MBI (We) wup (peace; world) pykd (hand; arm) prok3dk (backpack) %J
be

softened bysoft sign —‘b” (we'll deal with it at the end of Chapter I).

It's worth knowing that:

1. The vowel€ IS always stresseahd for that reason you will never see a stres ataove it.
2. There are no words beginning with the vowebl.

Meaningful Vowels

A-1 a personal pronoun which is never capitalizedusdtan unless it
begins a sentence

" -and - a conjunction

A -and, but - a conjunction which usually expresses some degfreentrasting (can
also be used atlikginning of a sentent®make an easier start)

O —about

Y - at, by, etc. - prepositions which you will study in later chayste

GRAMMAR

Once you know the vowéD,” you can start forming new sentences with the hetme of the
most common words in the languagéyro” —“this is/these are”.

310 KdpTa. —This is a map.
310 pecropdn. — This is a restaurant

310 cymka. — This is a bag/purse, etc.

10 cok. - This is juice.

No verb is needed for the verb “to be” in the
present tense, remember?
JT10 cecTpd U 1, a ITO KOT.
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A Reading practice

Read and translate the sentences below. Try to figeiout the meaning of new words:
3To TedTp, a TAM KHHOTE4Tp.
S TyT, 1 cecTpd TYT.

3TO YHHBEPCHUTET.

DTO0 TakcH, a 310 aBTA0YC.

3T0 PIOK34K, a 3TO CyMKa.
, , FT0 proK3aK.
Jro kBapTHpa (apartmenthiomep Tpu. P
K10 310? —OT10 MdMa u TETH.

Jro Tedrp? —Her, 310 He TedTp. ITO pecTOpdH.

3o meTpd? —Her, 310 HE MeTpd, a TedTp.

JTO cyMKa.

EXERCISES

1. Writing in script, copy the following lines inyour notebook. Repeat each set of letters
and words (until you fill a complete line). Make sre you understand the text:

e & Mu-Uuw -0 100-H1w A5-As
.,a,uﬁ MBL /MMW - piece we backpack
Msamna w méms — mother and aunt
Moo mym. — \Ne are here.
cymn w MACo ~ SOUp and meat
Sme man? - Imo 2, Mﬁa — Who is there? — It’s |, YurWﬁa iSs a man’s name)

Imo we mea/mﬁ, a ““””W — This is not a theater, but a subway (station).
SHmeo smo? ~ Ime % - Who is there? — It's Ire(%a is a woman'’s name)

L}ng/m,, w CWW mym. — | am here and (my) sister is here.
Imeo becé. - This is all (that's it).
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2. Make statements about what you see in the pictes. Write them both in print and
scrlpt after the foIIowmg model:Dto kot. dme rem. Choose from the word bank:
pyKa pIOK3aK HOC pOT CYMKa peKa BaHHa KOT KapTa KypTKa OKHO TaKCI/I TOPT

= =
= L
-

'..
. [

f 4 TR

: IR =. =

A ! —— D

3. Ask questions about the pictures above from exese two. Model: ‘9ro kor?”
Mind your intonation.

4. Make up 4-6 statements with 3To” using words which are not included in the
above exercises.
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FROM THE SURVIVAL KIT .

@ Listen and transcribe the following words and pbesasThey include sounds and letters
that you haven't studied yet, but try to repeantladter hearing them. Write the expressions by
using any type of transcription that you know. Meime them.

Giving thanks

- CIHIACHUBO. - Thank you.

- MOKAJIYUCTA. - You are welcome.OR. HE 3A UTO. - No problem.

Cnaci6o. - Hoxdmyiicra. Cnaciioo! - Hé 3a uro.

LANGUAGE and CULTURE

Giving thanks. O

The universal word of thanks fignacii6o.” If you want to make it sound stronger, say
“Goabmmoe cnacu6o,” which is an equivalent to “thank you very much,t bterally means “big
thank you.”

In response to thanks, Russians tend to leeitiatever favor they did, and the most common
answer is me 3a uro,” which basically means: “there is nothing to tham for.”

The word' noskdayiicra” (you are welcome) in return to thanks is somewdsst common.
This word “moxkdayiicra” has other meanings as weéiblease” being the most common of
them.

On the whole, Russians are considered todsedelite than the English or Americans. True,
some words, or rather set phrases of English spetigphette are not very common in Russian,
for example “Thank you for calling” or “Thank yoarfasking.” However, this doesn’t mean that
they don’t feel gratitude in their hearts.

SPEECH PRACTICE

1. Don't forget to greet your professor and classmatdédussian when arriving to class. Also,
use Russian words for “good-bye” when leaving tlass(which is always done by Russian
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students).

2. Thank each other and answer accordingly in Rugsraany favor done.

3. Draw or cut out pictures and ask questions aliongs you know in Russian in class,
like:” 910 okHO?”

Self-check Answer these questions in writing and read your angers out loud:

Which Russian words related to food do you know?

Which pronouns do you know?

Name the words related to school.

Read parts of the body that you can find on thse.lis

What words can be mentioned in reference to a gg@bgral map? (cardinal points, sea, river,
etc.) What words referring to nature do you know?

How many statements can you make naming thingsdrgau? (Like 9to crena.” — This is a
wall)

What terms of kinship do you know?

Name things related to home.
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LESSON 3 ¥YPOK 3

The alphabet B6 I'r Jdn Eé 33 Wm Wi

O I T I e
B G D JO Z EE

Grammar: Personal Pronouns
From the Survival Kit: Asking somebody’s name and introducing oneself
Language and Culture:“BbI” and “ ThI”

More of the alphabet

Different letters with familiar sounding:

b6 I'r In Eé 33 Uum Wi

R A O I I
B G D JO Z EE J

Pronunciation tips:

1. Don't forget that Russian consonants are gdpdéoamed with less tension and without a puff of as
opposed to their English equivalents.

2. "I" is produced by the tip of the tongue pressedragjéihe upper teeth (like Russian "T", but it is
voiced).

3. Many voiced consonants become voiceless (liki ttoiceless counterparts) at the end of a word or
before a voiceless consonant (e.ge160yc’- bus, “Bcernd’- always).

4. Do your best to listen to the tape as many tiagegou can and imitate the pronunciation. Conagmtr
on the meaning as well (of words in bold), sincestraf them are of high priority. You will gradugall
memorize them through repetition alone. They wallused intensively in exercises and texts below.

b0 - B Oap cobdka opar OykBa aBT00yc pabora

/Qad bar dog et letter (a, b, ..) bus work, job
I'r-g ropa bor 6éper HOT4 4BrycT  rpoMKoO Oymdra
/gu N/ mountain God shore leg, foot august douadv/ paper

JNqu-d ma gom adma rox mockd Boad 00€1 ApPYr ropoa AMBAH A€ BXOJ
/gog' yes house at home year board water dinner friend city sofa where entrance
Eé—jo  Bcé MEn

/yogurt/  everything  honey

33-Z  30HT 3dBTpa 3dBTpaKk  3uMd raséra 3BOHOK
1200/ umbrella tomorrow breadtf winter newspaper bell
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Nn—-ee W OHH KHHIAa pHUC KHHO KHHOTEATP YHHBEPCHTET
/e_d/ and they book rice ovie cinema university

KapTHHa KBapTHpa Ou0auoTéka  KaOWHET MarasiH BHHO

picture (painting) apartment library office, study  store, shop wine
Hii-] oit  ™maii paili pycckumii  TpamBdil #orypr
/ bQ[/ ouch may give (me) Rusgia street car yogurt

Note: As you can see and heall” and “ " are different letters (and soundy. “H"is a
vowel, whereas 1" is a consonant Never forget to put the extra mark abo¥e™

Reminder: Listen and read the lines above as many timesasged for smooth pronunciation.

While you have seen a lot of new words already,thate will be more, don't feel overwhelmed by them

They will be repeated over and over again, and gdttme effort on your part they will stick. Here are

few tips on how to make this task easier:

* First, listen and read the words out loud as mangg as it takes to become familiar with them.

* Analyze the new words. You will find some cognatiest are easy to remembeaypu (three),

maii (May), Taken (taxi), etc. You will also find some false cogrstéike ka6uner (office),
marasun (store), etc. Single out those words.

« When memorizing vocabulary and structures, you lshtiy to use all types of memory: visual,

auditory, etc. Listen to the tapes. Read out lohdmvever you can. Make flash cards and write the

translations on the other side. Work with them.dll@xercises in writing.
« Find associations of your own for harder vocabulary
e As soon as you learn how to combine words correatig them in context.

« Memorize set phrases and idioms as units; dondkbtkem into components, even if the literal

translation is provided.
« When looking around you, check if you know the Ras:mames for things.
« Be patient. You know that practice makes perfecAnd know yourself: Use every trick that
works wellfor you.

Exercises

1. Using script, copy the following lines in your ntebooks. Repeat each set of letters and
words until you fill a complete line. Read them outoud. Make sure you understand the
text:

B6-hd Tr-To n-Dg Be-Cé 33-3 Un—UUw i Ui

riba z/mu/m/ /m/mumm

Maeazun %{l[tmmw/lm

rinuea w agema
a/e;y w éa/&nﬁa/»
a/é%waéw w mﬁmmfm&?



Tyge boga w con?
Smeo ywna.? - Yona Aanea, 414”7@ w me

2. Make a list of cognates (out of words given inoth lessons).

3. Make a list of false cognates (“false translat’s friends”).

4. Write the appropriate Russian words under the tures, both in print and script.
Word bank: muBan rasera 1oM KHHra 30HT co0daka HOTa aBTOOYC BHHO MSCO IOCKA TAKCH
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5. ldentify the gender of the new nouns from thevord bank below and write them on
the line with the appropriate pronoun. Transhte. Word bank: CO6aKa pa60Ta oM
BOZA MSICO 00OEx KHHUra JIpyT 3BOHOK KBapTI/Ipa KapTI/IHa MArasiH KHHO TpaMBaI/I



OH

OHA

OHO

KapTHHA

READING PRACTICE @

Read and translate:

1.T ne xunoredrp? —Bou tam. (over there) I'ne Bxon? —Bxon Tam.

2. Bor 3dBTpak. Bor cok.  3.BoT 0661 BOT CyII, BOT MSCO. -
-Kaxk BrycHo!  4.910 aBTG6YC HOMEp TPH.

5.T'ne TpamBdii? —Bon Tam. - ['1e Takci? —Bon Tam.

6.Bor crakdn. 9to Boxd.  7.Kak TyT TeMHG!

8. 'ne 6pat u cectpd? —Onu 1oma. OH n10Ma, U OHA a0Ma.

9. Bpart crynéut u cectpa crymnéHtia (f).

10.T ne co6dka? —Cobdka TyT. 11.BoT kHHra, BOT razéra.

12. 310 6ubnmoréka. Tyt BXxos, a Bbixoj (€Xit) tam.

13.3t10 ypok Homep 2 (aBa)? —Hert, 310 ypdk HOMep 3 (Tpw).

14. Amépuka — 310 cTpaHd 1 KOHTHHEHT. BocTOH — 310 rdpo.

15.0nd meacecrpd (nurse)? Her, ond cryaéHTKa.

16.T" e 30u1? —BoT oH. —Cnac0o.

17. Tyt crend, a Tam nockd. 18.1 ne kunotedrp? —BoH TdMm.

19.3to kBapTHpa HOMep Tpu? —Her, 3T0 KBapTHpa HOMEp J1Ba.

20.3T10 BCE. 3BOHOK.

‘.r‘
. n

J10 ropoa Mocksa.

TpamBam

BN 0
(f |
(@!%v\‘

e T

cyn

Jrto Upa.
Omnd meacecrpd.
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GRAMMAR: Personal Pronouns.

You already know half of them. Here arall of them in a chart

Singular Plural
1* pers. a - | MBI —we
2" pers. THI - you BbI —you
OH - he
3¢ pers. OHA - she OHH - they
OHO- it

As you see, Russian has one more pronoun thansBngike Old English and many modern European
languages, Russian has two pronouns for “you.”

Read about them in paragraphs below.

LANGUAGE and CULTURE
“ThI” n “BbI”

You need to pay special attention to the differdmetsveen fu1” and “Bei”. The first one, tb1,”

is thesingular informal “you.” Russians userbl” when speaking to children, members of their
family, and close friends. Young people may user™ speaking to each other from their first
meeting, or may switch to it rather soon afteriggtacquainted.

The second equivalent of the pronoun “yousbr,” has a dual function. One function is the
same as that of “you” plural — to address or rédemore than one person. The other function is
to show respect or a distance when speaking to @d&on, for example an adult who is neither
your close friend nor a family memb&rammatically, the pronoun “Ber”_ will always agree
with plural form of the verb .

Students always usesi” when speaking to their teachers or professorglétts usually address
them by their first name and patronymic and alnmester use their titles — Doctor or Professor
(mdéxTop, mpodéccop) which, if used at all (at formal meetings and feoences, for example)
precede the last name onlp secondary school, teachers address their sisithy “rer”, but in
high school classessti” may also be used. University students are alveaigfessed asstr” by
their professors.

Sometimes, adults who are ogsi” terms - ‘a BbI* may decide to switch torbr” terms - ‘na
ToI” (pronounced as one word). They usually do it hytual agreement which, if it happens at
an evening party is accompanied by drinking ‘Brgdbaft’- “ua opyaepmadr”. They fill their

glasses with a liquor, link /intertwine/ their arnand drink, after which they kiss. More often
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than not it is done between a man and a womam ofta joking manner.
1. The pronoun “SI" is never capitalized unless it begins a sentence.

2. Try not to use “OH” or “ OHA” in reference to a person who is present — it is
considered impolite.

FROM THE SURVIVAL KIT

Asking about person’s name‘.‘@"

Informal Formadr Plural
- KAK TEBSi* 30BYT? - KAK BAC* 30BYT?
What's your name? (lit: How do they call you?)
-MEHS 30BYT JIEHA. - MEHS 30BYT EJIEHA IETPOBHA .**
- My name is Lena. - My name is Elena Petrovna.
(lit: they call me Lena) (lit: they call me Elena Petnay

You may exchange the phras&sIEHb ITPUSITHO. — Nice to meet you. (lit: very pleasant)

Kak Te0si 30ByT? Kak Bac 30ByT?

* These are the accusative forms ofi* and “Be1.”
** This is her first name with her patronymic (=gly her father’'s name), which is the formal wafy
addressing a person or introducing onesgéfe (‘Language and Culture” @hapter Il, Lesson 2.)

SPEECH PRACTICE

1. Walk around class asking each student’s name aratlircing yourself.

2. Working in pairs, look around and ask your partaleout the whereabouts of things in class,
like: “T'me okn6?" The person you are asking should answer wiyx* (here) or “ram” (there)

or “Bon tam” (over there) depending on how close the thingTigke turns in asking and
answering.

3. Repeat the previous assignment, using personabpnsnn your answers, likel'fie oku6?”

- “Ono Tam.”

4. Who will you address byrbi" pronoun? Who will you address bgsi" pronoun?



LESN 4 —-YPOK 4

The alphabet: Jla In ®¢ I Yu

S A
L P F Ts Ch

Grammar: Questions with“ KT10o?” —‘Who?’ and “Yro0?”- ‘What?’
From the Survival Kkit: Asking someone’s pardon

Language and Culture:“sdnnas” and “ tyaaér” — bathroom

More of the alphabet

Different letters with familiar sounding: Jla IIm ®¢ Lo Yu

N
L P FTs Ch

@ Listen and read on:
JIi - | Jéro  0JH3KO0 Jajieko’ poadTean Ouaér  xued WiIm
Nock/  summer near far argmts ticket bread  or

CTOJ CTYJ Kpécao MOJOKG XOJOJHO TeImI0 CJA0BO KJIACC Men
table chair armechai  milk cold (adv) warm (adwvord class chalk

[In-p mndna mnapk Jadmma nvBO Bompoc anTéka IJIOX0 MOJIKA
/pin/  dad park lamp beerquestion  pharmacy bad (adv.) shelf

®p-f Ppykrsr (pl.) npodéccop kode doroanmapdr  kOdTa
[tar/ fruit professor coffee camera (knit) top

Hu-tS 1mupk yaumma Kypuma Juind HAKOHEN CTpaHHIAa TOCTHHHUIA
[cas/ circus  street chicken face atla page hotel

Yu -ch wyvaii yac 4yemogdH uydcTo 4YETKO pyuka ACYKA YUYEOHMK OUYKH
child/ tea hour  suitcase often dathin pen  daughter textbooklasses

cefiudc Bédyep OTJIHMYHO noyra 4eJoBék I6BOYKA MOYeMy
now evening dled (adv) post office  person (8ftlgirl  why

30
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Pronunciation tips:

1. Compare theoft “J1” in the first line with théard “J1” in the second line.
2. The lettef 9” is pronounced likémr” in the words' 4T0” (what) and
“KOHEYHO" (of course).

Reminder: Listen to the words above and then read them. &eggemany times as you need to feel
comfortable with your pronunciation.

GRAMMAR
@ Asking about people and things! KTO?” and“4TO?”

KTO DTO? - Who is it? qTO OTO? - What is it?

“I10” (this, it, these), the most general word in thedrarslanguage, can refer to anything —
people, things, situations, etc.

Asking about things you may also use an idiomati;moaym, which sounds more
conversationally:* Utd 3To Takde?” (The adjectival word faxde” (neut.) literally means
“such” but here it is just a formative elementioé idiomatic question).

.
S >
G
-Kto0 3107 Yro 3107
-Ot1o Buikrop BdHOBHY. Ote doToanmap4r.
-A KTO OH? A 3t0 910?
-On npodéccop. 9TO BUJICOKAMEpa.

Note: the question-word “Uro” (pronounced “shto” — literally meaning “whai§ never used
to ask about people’s professions; it is reserveif things only.

Disagreements or negative answers:

To give a negative answer to a question about shomgpeople, you may choose one of two
constructions:

- Bukrop cryaéar?
— Her, BuikTop He cryaéut. On npodéccop. Or: Her, Biikrop He cTynéur, a npodéccop.
(No, Victor is not a studelmiif a professor.)
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Reading practicé@k

I. Read the words below. They are all cognates. Tryp translate them even if you
haven't seen them before.

JUMOH cynm pHC (GOTO METpo aBTOOYC BOAKa Kiace KOT CTaJAMOH BOJUIEHOOn OGackerOon
omepa rutdpa TenedOH aKTpHca MUIOT TYPUCT IOKTOP
pdano ndmma TeNeBH30p CryACHT CTyACHTKa MaTd (uar Takcu

Can you add any more cognates to the list from theavds you already know?
Pycckmii guiar

Il. Read and translate the following phrases whictare thematically united:

I'épon

1. Poccris (Russia) -510 crpand. MOCKBd —3TO TOpO/I.
Mocked — croJna. (capital)

2.Toctrvnuna omusko? —Her, nanexd.

3. e Tyt antéka? —Bon Tam (over there).

4.1 ne mapk? —Ilapk naynekd. - ['ne MmeTpd? —Bon Tam.

5.1 ne aBT60yc? —Bon Tam.

6. Bot, HakoHEI, aBTG0YC HOMEp TpH.

7.910 tedTp? —Her, 310 He TedTp, a OubnmoTéka.

8. U3BuHHTE, (EXCUSE Meyarasu naneko? —Her,
Onu3ko0. Bon Tam.

J1o répoa Mocks4.

I1o Kpdcuas Ilndmans.
This is Red Square.

Cnopt

1. Cragudn nanekd? —Jla, manexo.
2. Ténnuc —ato urpd (game, play)backer00 - urpd, 6aIMHUHTOH UTpa, U BOJUIEHOON — UTrp4.
3.Kro ou? —On cnopremén (athlete). -A kro ond? —Ona cnopreménka (f).

KBapTtipa (apartment)

Buixmop: - Bot kBaptipa. 10 kOMHaTta. Tyt cTou, cTyin, nonka u kavru (pl). Tyt ndmna u
tenedoH. Tam okHO u Kpécio.

Kdms (looking at the picturg - Drto kaptrHa wim gotorpadusn?

: -0Ot1o doTorpadus.

-A xT0 310?

-OTO poauTenu —madma 1 ndmna.

-A KTO OHU?

-[ldna ndktop, a mdMa akTpHca (actress).

Sx®A®

JT0 poaNTeSH —MdMa U ndmna.
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Pa3zroBop (conversation)

When reading this text, pay special attention to th gender endings. Also notice that names of natiolitées are
not capitalized in Russian. Memorize and then aatut this conversation.

B: - S'pm( aMepHKéHeA’? - Is Eric an American?

K: - Het, OH pyCCKHIi. — No, he is Russian.

B: - U Kars p};CCKa_ﬂ? - And Katya is Russian too?
K: - Het, OHa aMepHKaHKA. — No, she is an American

Ena (food, meals)

Bot kyxus. (kitchen)Tyr kypwuiia, msico, xi1e6 u GpykThl. Tam - MOJTOKG, KO(E U COK.
I'me 06€én? -Bot 00éx: cym, msico, x1e6 u kdde. Tyt cdxap U MOJIOKO.

Exercises

1. Using script, copy the following lines in younotebooks. Repeat each until you fill a
complete line in your notebook. Read them out loudMake sure you understand the text

Jn-Arv Tn-In @ - ﬁgb -y Y-~

(96/ by rimot w rioghe my, ym. — Fruit and coffee are here.

/J)()m “ae, /wgbc w woorio. — Here is tea, coffee and milk.

K OGUIMEALL ~ IO MAM U AN — Parents are mother and father.
f[a/wwug, /lyu/mwm, gouna. — At last, (my) parents are at home.
L/l?y/emuz w /m,(* ma.iw. — Om.vweno~ Chicken and rice are thereExcellent.
J/(ym woogno, @ ma.aw men.ao. - It's cold here and it's warm there.
O%JLOW[/ w cyria mym. — The suitcase and the bag are here.

f/;( Juaem? - Pusem mym. — Where is the ticket? — The ticket is here.
(@O/‘Mi(lyl}./l/m.? - @a ona gona. - Is daughter home? — Yes, she is home

o ﬁg/cmm‘i gf{aﬁ{uﬁ. — This is a Russian textbook.

Ceivvac ﬁm[% a ne ymﬁu. — Now it's evening and not morning.

G cwac ZUMT, € NE ACINO. - Now it's winter, and not summer.

2. Working with the last text “Exa” from Reading Practice, ask questions about nounand
answer using pronouns. ModelI ne namna? —Bot ond. I'ne kpécino? —Bot ond. I'me cryn? —
Bor oH.
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3. Look at the pictures. Ask in Russian “What ist?” and answer with the correct Russian
name. Write your answers under the pictures in scpt. Word bank:
xJ1e0 Kpecio ¢oToanmapaT Kypuia (GPyKThI anTeka yJauila TOCTUHHUIIA [TOJIKA CTYJI JamIia

4. Read the questions under the pictures below and @gree giving the correct answer. For

Example: “3to ctya?”’ — “Her, 310 He cTyJI, a Kpécjio!”
m ) e ; .‘/—D
L a0
/N
310 aBTGGYC? 310 cTYN? 3T0 cobdKa? 310 Bogd? 70 anTéKa?

LANGUAGE and CULTURE @

“ryanér” and“Bdnunas’

The Russian wordSryanér” and“Bdannaa” cannot be used interchangeably like in English as
they mean two different things. In most Russianrtapents, you will find that there are two
separate little rooms with different facilities. 8word” Bdunas” is based on the woftsdnna”
(meaning‘tub” ) and that is exactly what you will find in“a@dunas.” So if you ask your host
where the 8annas” is, you may find yourself a bit surprised!

In public places, ask about theyanér” in a low voice, almost in whisper. Russians ather
discrete about this need, and usually addresgjtiastion to someone of the same gender.
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If you happen to go to Russia, don’t be misledh®/words’ k6muara érabixa,” which you can
see at airports or railway stations. This room &tnts literal meaning suggests, “a room of
rest,” and it is mainly designated for mothers vgithall children or for old people.

BAHHAs BAHHA JyI1 Tyanér TyasérHas Oymdra

Public toilets in Russia often do not have toileper, and it would be wise to have tissues
(ryanérnas 6ymara) with you when you leave your hoteb¢riinuma).

ANTéKa

You won't find much beyond medications and thinggt tare necessary for personal hygiene in a
Russian drugstoreanréxa. For food and other items, you'll need to visgitare -mara3s¥u or a
supermarket. This latter word was borrowed fromliBhgiot very long ago eynepmédpker.

FROM THE SURVIVAL KIT
\@"Asking someone’s pardon.

“Excuse me please.”

Informal Formal

nB

IIpocTH, moxadnyiicra. IIpocTiiTe, moxdyiicra.

HN3BuHH, noxdayicra. HU3BuHHTE, MoxkANyiicTa.

You can use either of the words$ uzsunii/Te” or “npocri/Te” - to ask someone’s pardon or
forgiveness. They are synonyms, but the second saadittle stronger. Either of the words can
also precede questions aimed at information gatgefor example! U3Bunrite, rae merpo?”
“IIpoctrTe, rae TyT antéka?” (pharmacy, drugstore)
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SPEECH PRACTICE

1. Working in pairs, ask each other about thingsempbe around you:Yro sto?” or “Uro sto
takde?” and ‘Kro ato?” and answer accordingly. You may also use pistoredrawings.
Alternate asking questions and answering. Uf gon't know the answer, say in Russian:
“d1 me 3udr0.” (1 don’'t know)and study those words better.

2. Ask guestions that provoke disagreement, lildexeé’ ctoan?” “ Her, 3T0 He cTOJ, a cTYJL.”
Use as much of your vocabulary as you can.

3. Working in pairs, take turns asking each othenelgl about whereabouts of things, like:
“U3BHHUTE (or npoctuTe), riae TyT anteka?” — “ Henaneko, Bon Tam.” — “ Cnacuéo!” —
“He 3a 4T0.”

4. Ask for pardon if you accidentally bumped into slrady or caused some inconvenience.

The second tier:

1. As you know from the preceding lesson, questibost things have their idiomatic synonyms,
including an extra word fhaxoe’(n), which adds some colloquial sound¥ing smo?” =* Ymo
amo makoe?” The questions about people may be formed irséime way, but the word
“maxoe”(n) takes either masculine or feminine ending:

“Kmo smo?” = Kmo smo makei?” (M) or * Kmo smo makda?” (f). You can also ask: Kmo

on maxou?”’ (M), “ Kmo ona maxda?(f).”

2. When used with personal pronoumsi” and “ s»1,” the word “umo” becomes a part of an
idiomatic exclamation expressing strong disagreenfeiiré tei!”, “ Uré Bi!” —“Oh, N0 — NO
way!!l,” “What are you talking about?!” For example

- Buiktop cTynént?
- Uto te1! OH n0KTOD.

- Tyt TemHO. - It’s dark here.
- Yro Bel! Tyt cBeTIC! - Oh, no! It’s bright here!
Exercise

Read the questions under the pictures in exertidethis lesson and strongly disagree giving
the correct answer. For exampledto ctyn?” — “ Uro b1, 310 Kpécio!”



